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Survey on actual condition and awareness on expansion of occupational fields of speech language
hearing therapists in Japan:

Differences in years of experience and organization
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ABSTRACT: [Purpose] The purpose of this study was to obtain basic information on expansion of occupational fields
of Speech Language Hearing Therapists (SLHT). [Subjects and Methods] The target was SLHT (n=104). As a survey
method, VAS (Visual Analogue Scale) was used. The survey items were the actual situation of expansion of
occupational fields, necessity of expansion of occupational fields, and practical implementation for expansion
of occupational fields. [Results] In the actual situation of expansion of occupational fields, there was no
significant difference in terms of belonging organization and by years of experience. The veteran group was
significantly higher than the young group and the intermediate group, which is being implemented for expansion
of occupational fields. [Conclusion] In this study, SLHT tended not to feel realized that the occupational fields
was expanding. In addition, the necessity of expanding the occupational fields was a tendency for many SLHTs
to recognize. Although there are few SLHTs who are actively working on the occasion of the future work expansion,
the veteran group was relatively active in that. Therefore, it is expected that the veteran group will be an
active leader.

Key Words: speech therapists, audiologists, expansion of occupational fields, awareness survey
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